16  THE CUTTING OF AN AGATE
The Print Room of the British Museum
is now closed as a war-economy, so I can
only write from memory of theatrical
colour-prints, where a ship is represented
by a mere skeleton of willows or osiers
painted green, or a fruit tree by a bush in
a pot, and where actors have tied on their
masks with ribbons that are gathered into
a bunch behind the head. It is a child's
game become the most noble poetry, and
there is no observation of life, because the
poet would set before us all those things
which we feel and imagine in silence.
Mr. Ezra Pound has found among the
Fenollosa manuscripts a story traditional
among Japanese players. A young man
was following a stately old woman through
the streets of a Japanese town, and pre-
sently she turned to him and spoke:
44 Why do you follow me ? " " Because
you are so interesting.55 " That is not so,
I am too old to be interesting.55 But he
wished, he told her, to become a player of
old women on the Noh stage. "If he
would become famous as a ,Noh player,
she said, he must not observe life, nor put
on an old voice and stint the music of
his voice. He must know how to suggest